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ET Startup Awards 2016: Ather Energy is building India's first
smart electric scooter
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Students are wont to dream, they dream of building cars, scooters, rockets and satellites.
But only a chosen few turn those dreams into hard reality.
When Tarun Mehta and Swapnil Jain reached out to their alma mater in early 2013, they
only had an idea and no clear roadmap for execution. However, three years later their
startup Ather Energy, incubated at the Indian Institute of Technology in Madras, is ready with
its first prototype — a smart electric scooter — that will be manufactured at a company
owned production plant in Bengaluru.
Mehta and Jain, finetuned their idea and did most of their tinkering and initial development
on campus, where they spent over a year during 20132014. By then, their idea for an
indigenouslybuilt electric scooter had caught the attention of two of India's bestknown
entrepreneurs — Flipkart's Binny Bansal and Sachin Bansal — who backed the company as
angel investors.
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The company's innovative combination of mechanical engineering, computer science and
battery technology is one of the reasons it has helped attract investor attention. Apart from the
Bansals, Ather has also raised earlystage funding from New Yorkbased Tiger Global, the
largest investor in Flipkart.
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The scooter, called S340, is designed to understand users the more they ride it. Each user will have an individual profile through which
riding habits are analysed and suggestions offered for improvement.
ALSO READ: How the Bootstrap Champ Zerodha is taking investment to the masses.
A touchscreen dashboard connected to the cloud offers a host of features like onboard vehicle navigation, predictive diagnostics, app
based configuration and overtheair updates. Built to run up to 60 km on a single charge, the scooter reaches top speeds of 72 kilometers
per hour.
"I think it is great the jury has recognised what we are working on. The word is spreading," said Tarun Mehta, CEO of Ather Energy, on
winning the 'Best on Campus' award. "We need to get our first product out and the day when we meet our first happy customer, then we
will truly justify something like this. Today it is more of a promise that we are making, that this will justify the trust that people have," he
said.
The startup, which unveiled its prototype in February, plans to build expansive charging infrastructure in the near future and is in the
process of setting up the production unit in Bengaluru. "In the past six months, we have understood what building a vehicle means. We are
building systems and processes now. By the end of the year, the (production) plant should be ready," said Mehta. Ather will build an
onlineonly sales model with doorstep delivery and service. "Ather has the potential to be the Tesla of India," said Mukesh Bansal,
cofounder of CureFit and a member of the jury.
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DeTect Technologies | Daniel David
DeTect's main product began life as a prototype created by an IITMadras student to detect leaks in gas pipelines using ultrasonic waves.
It uses guided ultrasonic monitoring of pipe systems to detect leaks and has installed 200 sensors at Reliance Industries' Jamnagar plant.

Inshorts MediaLabs | Azhar Iqubal
Inshorts aggregates news stories in 60 or fewer words. The founders began Inshorts as a Facebook page while in college before they
dropped out and launched the mobile app, which has about 1 billion monthly page views.
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HyperVerge | Kedar Kulkarni
A bunch from IITMadras alumni is set to bring deep learning to mobiles for analysing images and identifying faces and places.
HyperVerge is backed by New Enterprise Associates, Milliways and Naya Ventures and is partly owned by the IITMadras incubation cell.

Planys Tech | Tanuj Jhunjhunwala
The firm, founded by IITMadras alumni along with faculty members, provides underwater robotic inspection using its remotelyoperated
vehicles, the only firm in India offering this. The startup's tech spans marine robotics, nondestructive testing and postinspection analysis
tools.
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